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Waterboro Shuts Off 

Further Subdivisions 

WATERBORO - Citing con­

cern over the town's lack of 
land use controls. the town 

ng board Monday an­
_ IfiCE!d It is imposing a one­
year moratorium on further 
subdivisions here. 

Board chairman Stuart Gao­
) 	 nett said the action was taken 

unanimously at a recent plan­
ning board special meeting. The 
"absolute" moratorium will re­
main in effect until June 19, 
1975, unless IiIted earlier by the 
board. 

~ "The moratorium will allow 
Us time to redo the town's com­
prehensive plan and prepare a 
zoning ordinance, we hope," ac­
cording to Gannett. 

Presently the town has only a 
subdiv~ioo ordinance on the 
books affecting land use. 

The moratorium is in effect 
any propose~ development 

three lois or more. Not af­
_ f cc ted 8J'e subdivisions for 

which preliminary plans have 
been presented to and acknowl­
edged by the plaDDing board. 

Gannett said that no major 
new subdivisions are currently 
in the offing. 

"We have had many subidivi­
siGns approved to date, how­
ever," he added. 

. 	... ... 

The planning board took the 
step "because the board has 
been awdare of and dteply c"n· 
cerned over the fact that the 
town lacks adequate land use 
controls," the board stated. 
' 'There is no town charter, no 
tow n b y-l a w s, the com­
prehensive plan is inadequate 
and outdated; there is no zoning 
ordinance and we have a build­
ing code that is incomplete and 
therefore unenforceable." 

"The town of Waterboro, l0­
cated as it is, is in a section of 
the stat£' that is desirabie for 
both residential and Industrial 
development, and amongst otb­
er towns having adequate land 
use controis, is at the mercy of 
overzealous developers who 
have no actual interest in or 
concern about the long-range ef­
{ects of developments here, 
whether good or bad. 

"Our deficiencies must be 
filled before any further large­
s c a I e deYelopment is per­
mitted," the board concluded. 
"To do this takes time. II new 
subdivisions are not deferred 
until the town is prepared to 
regulate them, there is a grave 
probability that many undesi­
rable and unhealthy conditions 
will be created." 




