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PLANNlNG BOARD MEETING 

Held with Mr Frankl i n A. Mil liken of t he St ate 
Pl anni ng Commission Of f ice 

~ S. f'1't 11/ I 'J &f{ 

The purpose of t his meet ing wit h Mr . Milliken was to get i n£ormat i on and guidance 
to help t he Pl anning Boar d in f ormulating a comprehens i ve plan desi gned for t he 
heal t h and safety of t he Town of Wat erboro, in view of t he rapid devel opment of t his 
area . 

The Lake Arrowhead Devel opment, in Limer i ck , which sventually will af f ect Waterboro , as 
wel l as t he many smal l er developments al ong our laIc s and the ever increasing number 
of t r ai l ers, and need for t r ail er par k ar eas , etc., has made it L~perative t hat some 
immedi at e steps be t aken t o control and direct t his gr owth in order to pr eser ve and 
protect the heal t h , sa£et y and economy of our community. 

The f i r st question asked of Mr . Mil liken was whet her he knew of any distincti on bet ween 
a "tr avel t rail er ", a "mobile home " and "house trailer". He said t hat t hey are al l 
classif i ed as "t railers " and t he only di stinction be woul d make was t hat a "tr avel 
t r ailer" is one t hat is commonly haul ed by a car wit hout need for speci al road permit 
because of s i ze and usually i s used f or t emporary housing of r el at ively shor t durat i ons , 
whi le a "house t r ail er " or "mobile home " is desi gned to hook up to outside ser vices , 
such as sept i c t anks, wat er suppl y , power, etc., and usually are l ocated mor e or l ess 
permanently on s ite. They ar e usual ly 8 1. wide so woul d requi r e a special permit to 
be hauled over t he highways. The l iving quarters are usually 400 sq . ft. or more . 

A travel t r ai ler should be limit ed to a specif ic duration of t ime in t he t own , and should 
require ei ther a permit or no t i ficati on to the Board of Sel ectmen , on t he f i rst day of st ay 
so t hat the t ime l imit can be enf orced . 

Hous e trai l ers or Mobile homes would be cont r ol l ed by t he building code. 

Mr . Mil l iken advised t hat an area be provi ded by the town or a private owner t o accommo 
dat e t r ai l er s , because wit hout Zoning Laws to control t railers t he town coul d not refuse 
t o l et a t r ail er in town . The t own can provide an area f or t r ai l ers without Zoning laws , 
however . 

He al so confi rmed our underst anding that t he Planning Board as such has no aut hority to en
f orce or make l aws , but i t is our responsibility to suggest arld recommend any act i on we I" 
f eel i s f or t he best int er ests for t he safet y , health, welfar e and economic devel opment of 
t he connnuni t y • 

Mr . Milli ken advised t hat t he Pl anning Board members be du~ sworn in as such by the Town 
Cl erk , t o avoid the possibility of having our authorit y charlenged on Batters tha t are 
rel at ive to our function as a Planni ng Boar d . For exampl e , a sub-divis i on approval 
by t he Board could be challenged if t he members were not "dul y aut hor ized !!. 

On t he mat t er concerning t he Acecapaders private trai ler park , he advised t hat the repre 
sentatives of t he Acecapaders get t ogeth l' with the neighbors and t ry to work out an 
agreement with each ot her . 

On t he questions of pr ocedure , etc ., on f ormulat ing Zoning ws or Ordinances , he made 
t he f ol l owing abe r~ations : 

1 . 	 We should engage the services of a certified consult ant . 
2 . 	 Federal aid money is availabl e for t hi s t ype of pr oject t hr ough the "701" program , 

which represent s a out ~/ 3 1 S of t he t ot al cost 
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J . There is a State Fund t hat will supplement a portion of the cost 
4 The cos t to t he to~m would be appr oximat ely 25~ of t he total cost . 
5. 	 An approximat e figure for Wat erbor o would be $10 , 000 of which the town would pay 

$2 ,500 . 00 . 
6. 	 The Regional Planning Commissi on may soon be able to help on t he consul t ing . 
7. 	 Consult ant's services would include f ield work , reports on populat ion t rend , school 

enrollment and potential growth, present school f acilit ies , potent i al industrial develop
ment, recreational development, resident ial , etc . Other public faci l i t ies t hat will be 
required , et c. 

8 . 	 We may be able to oombine our effort s wit h several surrounding t owns that are also 
contemplat i ng such Q. plan , t hereby bringing the town ' s cos t even l ower . 

9. 	 If and when t he town decides to take definite action , all t hat is necessary is 
a. 	 Appr opriate money 
b. 	 write t o State Department of conomic Development asking for assis t ance and 


st atinC7 t hat the money has been appropriat ed f or t his pro··~ect. 


c. 	 Engage services of a cons 1t ant . The firm of Mr . William Dickson was recommended by 
Mr . Milliken. 

10. 	The di scouragi ng part of t his program is that it would take approximat ely 1 year to 
get all the paper work and red t aps , and about another year to do the job, which means it 
would be appr oximately two years to become effect i ve , after approval by t he town . 

Mr ' l l i ken advised that we shoQl d consider revising our present Building Code to take care 
of some of the immediate problems t hat the t own is faced with because this action can be 
t aken almost immediately , since we already have a building code . A public hearing would be 
r equired bef ore any vot ing can take pl ace . 

Notes 	A _I1 Zoning ll covers use of land 
B - Buil ding code and ordinances cover public saf ety 
t ~ Plumbing code covers public heal th. 

Examples of "Limitations " suggested for building code , to be considered , were 
1 . 	 Lots sold , not on accept ed public way , must be no t l es s t han 30 , 000 sq . f t. 
2 . Lots sold on an accept ed public way must be not l ess t han 15 , 000 sq.ft. or 20 , 000 sq . ft . 
J No construct i on shoul d be l ess t han 25 f t . from any boundary l ine . 
4. 	 Distinguish bet ween t r avel t r ailer and mobile home or house t rail er ., 

etc . etc. 

Mr . Milliken also advised that t he selectmen br ing an injunction against development o~ers , 
who ar e selling or have sold l ots under the 15000 sq . f t. s t ate l aw r equirements and to stop 
f urther sal es of l ots, e t c. 

In closing. a quest i on was asked about t he cost of a sewerage disposal sys t em f or t he town , 
to which Mr . ~~lliken repl ied that t he town 's share of t he cost woul d be about 20% of the 
actual. 
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